generalisation from the very few facts that are known respecting the nature and properties of the ganglionic cells, so extensively diffused throughout the cortical substance of the brain.
Their hasty and illogical conclusions would have mattered comparatively but little, if the question at issue had reference only to physical science; but when their haphazard speculations tend to shake a belief in the independence of the human mind? a belief that has been upheld by the greatest philosophers both of ancient and modern times?they might surely have paused before enunciating doctrines which, if true, would make man an irresponsible agent, and sap the foundations of morality and religion.
We feel ourselves compelled to refer again to this topic, in consequence of the appearance of an article on " Mental Physiology," in the Edinburgh Review for January 1879, in which the writer endorses some of the boldest and most extravagant views of the modern school of physiology. The fifth, sixth, and seventh propositions assume that a psycho-magnetic sort of vitalism, not only produces and presides over the functions of all living animals, but that the phenomena of the mind can be accounted for on the same principle.
The eighth, and last, of his premises expresses the author's belief that his conclusions are strictly in accordance with all that is known of the laws of mental, vital, and physical phenomena.
To each and all of these we have already replied by mentioning facts, which militate against the writer's views. We will now go on to discuss at greater length the question, whether mind and vital action are both and each of them no more than modifications of electric action.
The striking resemblance between the manner in which messages are communicated by the telegraphic wires and that of the transmission of nerve-influence through living fibres, has led to the conclusion that the two processes are of the same nature. 
